Rapidly-progressive liver failure secondary to melanoma infiltration.
We describe the case of a 51-year-old man with a history of intraocular melanoma treated with radiotherapy 2 years previously. The patient was diagnosed with mild hypertransaminasemia that progressed to acute liver failure and death in a period of one month. Radiological investigations such as spiral computed tomography and abdominal ultrasonography failed to give an etiologic diagnosis. Autopsy revealed melanoma with diffuse infiltration of the hepatic parenchyma. Because diagnosis is usually delayed, the prognosis of intraocular melanoma is poor. In 40% of cases metastases are present at diagnosis, and the most frequently affected organ is the liver (93-95%). Presentation as acute liver failure can appear after a long disease-free period. For this reason, periodic laboratory tests and hepatic ultrasound examination are recommended in patients diagnosed with this malignancy.